RON JAMES


Ron James is a Descendent of Yorta Yorta and Kurnai tribes and is currently employed by the Department of Human Services as the Hume Regions,  Aboriginal and Torres Strait  Islander , Family Decision Making (ATSI FDM ) Convenor 

Prior to his transfer to the ATSI, FDM position he was employed by  the Department of Human Services in Melbourne in a number of Senior State-wide Management positions which included, Manager Koori Human Services Unit (Policy and Strategic Projects Division) , Manager Koori Health Unit (Public Health Branch )and State Coordinator Koori Early Childhood Education Program. In these positions he represented the Department on the following State and National Committees: 

· Standing Committee of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health (SCATSIH), which is a Standing committee of the Australian Health Ministers Advisory Council (AHMAC). 

· Deputy Chairperson, National Indigenous Environmental Health Council.

· Deputy Chairperson, National Indigenous Men’s Health Council 

· National Indigenous Sexual Health Committee. 

· Facilitator, National Indigenous Health Worker Journal Conference.

· Victorian Aboriginal Advisory Council on Koori Health. 

He has also held Senior Management positions within the following State and Commonwealth Government Departments:
· Ministry of Education. 

· Department of Social Security. 

· Department of Employment, Education and Training .

· Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander (ATSI) Commission as an elected ATSI Regional Councillor holding positions of Deputy and Alternative Chairperson.

At a community level he has been involved in a voluntary capacity on the following Aboriginal Community Controlled organisations :

· President and Treasurer , Aborigines Advancement League.

· Victorian Aboriginal Child Care Agency. 
· Deputy Chairperson, Gladys Nichols Hoste. 

· Secondary school Representative on the Victorian Aboriginal Education Consultative Group. 

· Foundation and Steering committee member of the Victorian Aboriginal Housing Board. 

· Foundation member Victorian Aboriginal  Community Services Association.

· Deputy Chairperson Rumbalara Aboriginal Cooperative.

National committee involvement:

· National Department of Social Security (DSS) Review Team to undertake review of DHS policies and procedures as they relate to Indigenous communities.

· Secretariat National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Child Care (SNAICC).

· National Aboriginal Health Advisory committee. 

Academic qualifications include:

· An Arts degree majoring  in Politics, Sociology, and Australian Cultural studies. 

· Associate Diploma in Community Work.  

· Assistant Welfare Officer Certificate.

Achievements
· Life member Victorian Aboriginal Child Care Agency.
· 1988 National and Victorian  NAIDOC Aboriginal Scholar of the Year.
· 2006 Department of Human Services  Valuing Achievement Award for the exceptional achievement of staff working within the Department of Human Services across Victoria.
