Innovative Health Services for Homeless Youth
The Innovative Health Services for Homeless Youth (IHSHY) Program was introduced as a pilot program in 1991, in response to the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission's (1989) 'Our Homeless Children' (Burdekin) Report which found that homeless young people exhibit chronic health problems but are reluctant to seek treatment through mainstream services which they regard as judgemental and unsympathetic to their needs and life situations.

The IHSHY Program is jointly funded between the Australian Government and the State and Territory Governments.

Program Objective:

The aim of the program is to improve the health outcomes of homeless and otherwise at-risk youth aged 12-24 years and their dependents through the provision of specialised health services and improved access to mainstream health services.

To achieve its objective, the IHSHY Program provides funding for innovative health and related services for homeless and otherwise at-risk young people and their dependents that respond to their complex health needs. Service providers may deliver services directly or may assist the client group in gaining access to appropriate mainstream services.

The IHSHY Program plays an important role in facilitating access to health services by marginalised young people. There are now a diversity of IHSHY services operating across Australia providing appropriately targeted, effective and essential health services for young people.

The range of services include community and youth health services, services for homeless youth, health promotion, detox services, Aboriginal health services, a sexual assault centre, and a young parent's program.
